CHARACTER BIOGRAPHIES
Saboteur

Vasilios Kardassopolous

Nationality: Greek

It all can happen at once. One moment you’re working as a dishwasher
in a Russian Bistro while you wait for the first boat home. The next thing
you know, you’re sitting in a cell with a chain-smoking Russian who tells
you he has evidence of that time you were caught drawing graffiti on
a portrait of Karl Marx. He hands you a bag of cash, an envelope with
your orders and a suitcase that has an odd ticking noise at set intervals.
Still, it beats scraping Borsch out of your fingernails every night.

MI6 Agent

Nigel Jenkins

Nationality: British

Fresh out of spy school, Jenkins failed his first assignment. How was he
to know that the German ambassador’s dog was supposed to be kept on
lead at all times? And who could have predicted that the London Society
of Tandem Cyclists would have been holding their London to Bognor Regis
run at that very moment! As punishment Jenkins was posted to watch the
shipping lanes off Svalbard. Now he’s temporarily out of the cold, entrusted
with delivering a sensitive package to Paris, since no one else was available.
If he can save the train, he’ll be back in the good graces of MI6 and out
of the cold for good. The only ice from then on will be in his drinks.

Prisoner of War

Marcin Kaminski

Nationality: Polish

It all started when Marcin went out to get a loaf of bread. What he hadn’t
told his wife was that he was instead going to the local card sharks to try
and win back the money he’d lost the previous week. As the invasion had
ended and life had resumed to normal as it could be, it was of immense
shock when the Casino got raided by Germans and everyone taken prisoner.
As fate would have it, Marcin was a dead ringer for a Polish officer that
had evaded the Germans and had disappeared underground. Despite his
protestations, Marcin was carted off, and it was only through sheer luck
of his fluent German and an opportune moment to steal a uniform, that he
was able to escape his captors by boarding a German military train headed
for France. Since then he’s nearly been promoted, defected, has managed
to avoid military police and has been on the run from his would-be captor,
a particular Gestapo agent who is the only person who could recognise him.
If he can get himself to Paris, then he has a change to get on a train
to neutral Switzerland and seek his freedom.

Photographer

Hideo Mishima

Nationality: Japanese

Hideo Mishima has always been a little too bohemian and rebellious for
his very traditional father’s liking. Add the fact that he is an open pacifist
with socialist tendencies, and you have a perfect recipe for scandal in the
upper Tokyo set, not to mention an embarrassment for his father’s political
aspirations. When the opportunity arose to do photography for a newly
planned European travel brochure of occupied Europe, Hideo wasn’t the
first choice, he wasn’t even the last, but with a little finagling was given
the position by his father in order to remove him from Tokyo’s political
spotlight for a few months at least. Armed with a camera kit in one hand
and a French dictionary in the other, Hideo has set out to take the best
landscape photos possible. If he manages to get a few political photos
in the meantime, all the better.

Speedster

Bianca Bonomelli

Nationality: Italian

Bianca is from a long line of adventurers with a need for speed. Being
a descendent of the great Augusto Bonomelli, who died when his hot air
balloon crashed into the ocean while trying to set a World Speed Record.
Her father Guiseppe Bonomelli died likewise trying to set the World Dirigible
Speed Record. Her uncle Tito also died horrifically in a car accident trying
to set a Land Speed Record, and likewise her aunt Margarite in a boating
accident, trying to set a Speed Record. You might say that it’s in the blood,
and Bianca intends to follow in their footsteps by setting the Land Speed
Record by rail, whether survival is guaranteed or not, she will seek to
immortalise her name among the long line of famous Bonomelli.

Chanteuse

Madeline Archambeau

Nationality: French

Madeline Archambeau has always tiptoed between the sublime limelight
of celebrity and working in the smallest rat-infested holes one could
imagine. It was with amazement when the call came through that her rival
the musical diva Celeste Badeux had got her heel caught in a small hole
in the stage, plunging her forth into the woodwinds of the big band with
microphone in hand. Her leg will heal, but she won’t be able to make what
Paris has dubbed, “The musical extravaganza of the century.” Within minutes
Madeline was packed and headed for the station, she knew all the songs
by heart, now it was just getting to Paris on time and in one piece.

Ticket Inspector

Josef Oppenheimer

Nationality: German

When Josef was a young boy, he’d been an avid train watcher. He’d even
collected rail sets and locomotives of all kinds, and would dream of being
the Conductor, the big boss with ultimate power over the train and the
people on it. When he had the opportunity to take the examinations
to become a Conductor, he jumped at the opportunity. He failed… And has
had to make do with the best of a bad lot. Being the Ticket Inspector is still
not so bad, as they still have immense power over those on the train,
whether it’s deciding to privately fine them, scoffing all of the best food
before it reaches First Class, or gleefully throwing people out of the train
if they dare to disagree, making sure to go through their pockets
for any loose change beforehand!

Engineer

Hildegard Bauer

Nationality: Austrian

An avid member of SARA (Society for the Appreciation of Railway
Architecture), Hildegard has made a hefty wager with its founding member
Professor Otto Schultz that the particular style of buttress used on this
Viaduct was employed by the French 10 years before it became a more
common method in Europe. After being publicly scoffed at on the matter
by Professor Schultz at their last convention, Hildegard is determined to
prove him wrong and reclaim some respect amongst her peers. Armed
with a camera and vengeance in her heart, Hildegard must inspect the
Viaduct personally and prove her worth to the society.

Resistance Conspirator

Sofie Durand

Nationality: French

When the Germans invaded, each true patriot signed up for the resistance
in order to free their fellow countrymen! Or at least that is what the selling
point was. When Sofie had joined up, she had expected a lifetime’s worth
of excitement, subterfuge, and danger, and instead has found the majority
of field work has been exceptionally dull. From following the daily routines
of some German officers, to staking out the local collaborators, and making
sure food caches and safehouses are supplied, this isn’t exactly what Sofie
had in mind when she signed up. It’s vital work for sure, but she wants
something more. When the chance came, sitting in a café with her back
to the telephone, she was able to overhear a plot to set a bomb on the
19:05 to Paris, but missed the opportunity to see who it was who’d had
the conversation. Now was her opportunity for a bit of real espionage,
find the Saboteur, eliminate him and stop the train before it reaches
Paris would assuredly mean she’d be given more important jobs by
the resistance, than delivering parcels and tailing milkmen.

Stuntman

Grant Cassidy

Nationality: American

Hollywood! The shining lights! The glamour! The actresses! What’s not
to love from the glittering lifestyle that is portrayed in those very honest
magazines about the about the rich and powerful. Sure no one has ever
heard of Grant Cassidy before, and why would they? He’s never taken an
acting class. He’s never been in a movie. He’s not even really an American.
But isn’t that what it’s all about? The American dream! That can-do attitude
that Grant Cassidy has in spades, isn’t that what it’s all about. Sure! No one
has ever heard of this kid before. Before today that is! What’s the quickest
way of getting oneself into the news and a golden ticket into Hollywood?
By doing the one thing that no other Stuntman in the history of business
has done! An epic free fall from a moving train into the cold murky waters
of the river below! Sure, it’s dangerous and stupid, but dangerous and stupid
is your middle name when you’re an outsider looking to get your foot in the door.

Rogue

Anna Amundsen

Nationality: Danish

They say “Hell hath no fury like a woman scorned.” Anna is a woman
on a mission. It was her last chance to get back to Paris, ticket in hand
she waited on the platform for the train bound to Paris, but the train
never came. At first it was delayed, the situation still seemed salvageable,
but then those immortal words that have victimized many an erstwhile
commuter were spoken. “Cancelled due to a rail workers strike.” It’s been
a few years since that fateful day Anna was removed from the platform
and admitted for a mental breakdown, losing out on her chance of
happiness as her fiancé left her at the altar and married another woman.
Moreover, she lost a promotion at work, and a chance to redeem her
winning sweepstake ticket for an all-expenses paid trip to America.
Needless to say she has a reason for her revenge, and has had to avoid
Hospital Security, Gestapo, Gendarmerie, local resistance cells, and an
amorous dry goods wholesaler in order to board the 19:05 to Paris. The rail
company and the train will be made to pay for their unspeakable wrongs.
Everyone else is just collateral damage.

